
The Story of the Chinquapin Rangers 




f4rlftr£ [begirt my rreseotfttiDIt tnditY, [want to give ncd!! 10 John 

Nnchd6,' % hon: Ccnierlerate anCCli'tm n.v; l uPL 

Kifl€'l}{'i~ nftlty n""q')U',H"-' bUV Keith 1)Y301)0 wh(j d';11 111o+t of 

r';"'j;¢3n:h for '01'''''*:<. 

,.,••".,,, r1)rm~d umh:r Ttli' P;rrlz(tll i\(:t ll.""" 
Lunicdcratc Cnngrf::iS 0Ii April 21, 1862. company WBS funned 

\\'iHhut1 (;Jtrth}cr Hnrvrncr Ii} 136:211t Bw:khs!! in 

Tbe ConfederBte sryn:: hAd recently 

WmtHP! "ul"";!'1 

L5t ;l:h;Jt w(,1'1; 

O'W'Iua. J.TV2 qf ".lIhler. F1ti:rfity C1YIlnty and frmn :ht (p;nh.~ 

of Prince William. 



According to a l<lw pEssed by Confederate Congress, the 

fnetl IHtlliCa 

Cornwell; five named I\!nn"nJ.ocand five muned Mnylwgl!. TheTe 

Lyon, 

TheChinquapm l<fuogers took tnelr name from ,he 

imagrfHl!lHit flf onc flf th0i:r OVtU mcmh4!t1I. PvL ,hath'S E, Stul'e, 

nffun her thai tht,y Den:: C1:riJllfH<tpiu Rml:gcT%...... thc 



In September 1862, ritey were f!)rmati:y mu!;(ered tntl) 

1J cur:. {lown ihe l'ailrOlld track; from De, CTf'U\ :;"laHo-n - todllY'S 

-ncar Bull Rtw Bridge, 

feel >lown u but uti of the 



-- -- ---- - - - - --------- - - -- ---

Tbe C hinquapins were allhe extreme right of Gen. Lee's lines 

lit the Baltic of Fredericksburg in December 1862, there seITing 

with Gen . Rooney Lee's cavillry brigade. To their right was the 

Rappahan nock River, to their (ear was Massaponax Creek. !\bj. 

John Pelham 's horse a rtillery fi red down on the Unio n lines nearby. 

Tile federal response netted seven Chinq uap ins, an d Pvt. Georg~ 

Wi lt was ~o sevcrcl): wounded he nceded to have hi$ left leg 

amputated. 

It wllS un this day tha t Maj . Pelham ea r ned Gen. Lcc's 

sobri4uet. "The Ga llant Pelham" because ne caused such confusion 

in the Union ranks by continuo usly firing and mo,-ing his artillery 

from poill t to point. 



, 


{lit' U,i"q''''i'''')mtticipa!ed :<j(mf! with I J\OfJ \;!{;vf 

Cunfederllte in S!IIJrt'~ Cbriqmas Raid, !I W:lS ouring Ihb 

m"k"'l ~entash !1tnfzrtll wAh :in S;0;n",:U!;n, of lllE <'xiH;;>.W 

wa,%"th FollirWfll14 rhi;;, Inty 'SiY Ell' lflt:;rJllAl )~ird >" limit lede-rsl 

.::mumunks[iu1~. 

Short!\, 211tr rht" Stu::n dd2ik<1 Jolin Smgle!(lfl Mv~by to 

~\1ke nine men" "nd l1nra.\s Univil !irks north of Cdll1t..!IIfi 

4j0 14111tatiprL y v:;i;:'iI. Ofvai;: ell '1:;clr o"1 "ffid111 rjilL They 

t'rnH~eC Iht j"WtlfHII< River 2nd H'gJlged th" ott ;\-lkhig,w C~yalrY::1 

Scni\:a i\4m~ 1\<I;;"tll"d on Junx 1 L h W1S {ill!re ,I'ut Cnp\' 

Brzwml'( wa" kllk;; ,~hj!t gl1l1sully lk;oJi'l~ th" ctHlrgC. 



Their trlHVIOI! ,Vit.;l Stlcress, however. as the:r routed the 

Yankees aIlC de~tn}y£d their tamp bd'ore li1('v retired back utrnss 

horsfs. 

ThrO,jgfloUI the rest of ] ~3 and: ~864, the en"h""'!,in 


ita ngcN 1000''''<'C" vdri:I)U5 raiding OI}{;ralit:'>l),s priw0clly the 


"ahl,'ngio tblS arCh {Jlcrn 

l'd tflr !'a,ar'fLlt The 

edsl 



-- - ---

The C hin quapin Rangers captu red Unio n Maj. Willard , the 

fianc~ ofConfl'dcratt: spy Antonia Ford while the}, were. t raveling 

froro Fairfax to Wush ingtoo. Given the c hoice of Ictting the couple 

go or sending Maj. Willard oITto a POW clim p. their guard, C(lrp. 

Lewis Woodyard , chose to let them go. Ms. ford and Willard later 

ma rried. Years later. their son J oseph Willard. a one-time Lt. 

Govern or of Virginia and a n ambassad or to Spain, gl:l \'c Lewis 

Woodyard a fine gra y sadd\~ horsc to th a nk him fo r his goot! deed 

toward his parents ll nd fo r his compassio n. 

O nce the Ch inquapins a mission to per.mnally pick up !lnd 

delivcr 11 pair oC gold spurs sent fro m !' rince George's County, 

Maryland admirers of Gen. Lee. The gold spurs passed through to 

Mrs, Eliza beth Frobel, who bro ught th e spurs to the William Reid 

farm 00 Fra nconia Rd. in Fairfax Co. With thousa nds of Unio n 

trOO)lS ncuby, the gold spurs were (ransporttd by the rangers to 

(;en, Lee, "ho recei\-Cd them while at a rC\'iew of his a rmy near 

Culp eper COIlr! Hous{', 

, 



In ao IInempt to rein in some partisan ntngcr ullits fo r their 

misdeeds, the Confederate govern ment in 186.. did away \\jth 1111 

partisa n units except Moshy's .!Ind McNeil' s. The Chinquapin 

Rangers refused to folJo\~ thc orders to join th e regula r caval ry and, 

on Sep t. 6, IR64, they were ordered to report to Gen. Fit.tuugh Let 

in the Shena ndoah Valley. Again, tlley refused, and tile govenJmcnt 

o rd ered them disbanded; still, they decided to co ntinue opt:ra ting as 

a unit, hut loca ll y. 

, 




The mmJ1lund decided tv di.;D:1lHl Oil l)t'cemh.eJ' 4,1864, lind an 

attempt tv vcor14anjze the unit wns offkiaJly denied. /\gainst 

sign incant. number of the Cllinqunpins in 10 his command flS parr of 

Co. 1:L hi'! 'kig!Hh ilnd l.ast fOnnc<1o}):S, 1865, 

lronkaUy, theyvm:e 10 Co. Ii nfthR 1 Virginia Cavalry 

finlt a!'t;;-iguITIt'nt Vins to de:;tnry tne touiloU)\ R?l.Il}!ep, \\hidl they 

did not faJ' from Hal1town, W{'st Virginia on April 7~b" FjYe (IT six 

f("(i0ftlls 'Wt'J'C Idlk-d, 45 pri~H)ljCh) were raptured, 76 horsi's vn,,!'e 

http:l)t'cemh.eJ


The Ciunqnapin Rangers oflcnltcd near (}r tt jtn the 

ConiedeLJt< "jI-Y anl1 nodec,,,'o,,,,'" conn""";,,al;'"'' Yieiwork, 

jndtH.iin&" 'fi Cuoi"£t¥erate spy FrankSI"ingr"lk,w, Ai0ng with Col. 

":0 they had contact with demolition etn,,:t l<"rank 

1; it a ,oVer $h}rx .- \Vli$ tv go 

inio 1; ltirfax County m h!l'w ,tjJ bridges steal mu~es, aetnally ,1 

diversion $1) fll;11 Hllm,,, couht met C{rflfCderfllt itijcnts aud 

;;scotted hltn Vl'flslmln,gl,,,, bellke'L,b-iow up tb:<:' WUlti:' Hlluse 

wlth LlUt'A)tn fund his cabinet in fL Urn:_otn was plnnning tf! meet 

wlilt ttt;; cabinef in ttue VybUt' 'Houze nn 1 L 

TUut was not y(} nowever, Some Rangers were invitt'd to a 

cit d fWfne lit the \/fL 2):\:;;) Of FaJ:'fa\ (1)l1l1ty near 

/,fHnd0P, TSYcrn ~ um+ hfh'wn 3:; J ::lr{! {}f 

which St'TVeO as Capt. Buylor set up hi ... CJlmp. Some the men 

attended a party In tlh" nYighborhood hilt, strangely! ~e\'enlj of the 

O]}<;erviog this, Baylor tOld his men to return to their camp for the 



Hl- as W4;re leavmg for iltclr 

mission, some 25U V4uxees (}r ap,pl"(}\jnlmely twice as many 

tn::wp1:f5 cl!J lIay";;' "';01,,%'"1 V'I1! {}r\'tIDated 

the .1t1i:t Tnt nHloing tight hen ned lmo endw;tt WotfRm! 

fURCS lmt flO timer for a 110mb. Tht: team WES scm to thc Capitot 

<:HYlc from his arc-e1't, hO\V.:yt'1", 4S hls 

rh,nlf'> wa> ;,-(jon sent to 

Fn\ok 



After tnc war, more than a few Chinquapin Rangers made 

positive and va luable contributions to society. Some btcame judges, 

sheriffs, politicia ns and other public sen·ants. A few became 

ministers and worked for peace and reconciliation. Otbers retllrned 

10 their land and settle down to farm or open 0 small business. Each 

in his OWII way did his beSI to pick up I-be pieces: of hi~ shattered 

homeland lind move fonvard on e day at a t ime. 

-- - - .----------­


