The Story of the Chinquapin Rangers
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in September 1862, they wore formally mustered into
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The Chinguapins were at the extreme right of Gen. Lec’s lines
at the Battle of Fredericksburg in December 1862, there serving
with Gen. Rooney Lee’s cavalry brigade. To their right was the

Rappahannock River, to their rear was Massaponax Creel. Maj.

John Pelham’s horse artillery fired down on the Union lines nearby.

The federal response ncetted seven Chinquapins, and Pvt. George
Wilt was so severely wounded he nceded to have his left leg

amputated.

It was on this day that Maj. Pelham earned Gen, Lee’s
sobriquet, “The Gallant Pelham” because he caused such confusion
in the Union ranks by continuously firing and moving his artillery

from point to peint.




FEiFE The Sery of e Chinguape Rangers. 5 Ajpeg

—

sy eapiss participuted glons with 1.8300 iher
Cuntedarate covabry g Stwares Christmas Rald, 1 was during this
raid thay Btuart vont Hin famous selogram From Buvke Swation o

Hnion Qupry rmasier Genersd Monigoms

- Blsigs complab

aplen serioushy IRTOPFEre witl the Gedvadiend of thy sapiardyd

wagnpd, Following this, they oot the lelegraph wires toBnd fedevsl

commanitaiions.

Shartly afier this, Stirast dutaited John Singletan Moy 1o

Wy doshy formed iy By company,

v June B

w thitrg, 268 rode with e newly Tormel

881, she Chlnguupin

. Thes

A5 Banalion,

Covalry on (hely Brsl official

erossad thy BPowrmac River sgnd ynpaged the 69 Mkhigan Cavalry ot

Seneca Midls, My

whand enodene 15 Boess there ihat Capt.

Brawner was Ritlud while gallaatly leading the charge.

]

rs e gocgie. comint @il s T oS ST winbox 184024 beanabilas projecions { SmessagaPanid=d &




Their mission wae a success, howaver, as they routed the
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The Chinquapin Rangers captured Union Maj. Willard, the
fiancé of Confederate spy Antonia Ford while they were traveling
from Fairfax to Washingten. Given the choice of letting the couple
go or sending Maj. Willard off to a POW camp, their guard, Corp.
Lewis Woodyard, chose to let them go. Ms. Ford and Willard later
married. Years later, their son Joseph Willard, a one-time Lt.
Governor of Virginia and an ambassador to Spain, gave Lewis
Woodyard a fine gray saddle horse to thank him for his good deed

toward his parents and for his compassion.

Once the Chinguapins a mission to personally pick up and
deliver a pair of gold spurs sent from Prince George’s County,
Maryland admirers of Gen. Lee. The gold spurs passed through to
Mrs. Elizabeth Frobel, who brought the spurs to the William Reid
farm on Franconia Rd. in Fairfax Co. With thousands of Union
troops nearby, the gold spurs were transported by the rangers to
Gen. Lee, who received them while at a review of his army near

Culpeper Court Housc.



In an attempt to rein in some partisan ranger units for their
misdeeds, the Confederate government in 1864 did away with all
partisan units except Moshy's and Mc¢Neil’s. The Chinguapin
Rangers refused to follow the orders to join the regular cavalry and,
on Sept. 6, 1864, they were ordered to report to Gen. Fitzhugh Lee
in the Shenandoah Valley. Again, they refused, and the government
ordered them disbanded; still, they decided to continue operating as

a unit, but locally.
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The command decided 1o dishand on December 4, 1864, and an
artempt o reorganize the unit was officially denled. Against
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significent number of the Ulisyunping in Jo bis conapand as partof
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After the war, more than a few Chinquapin Rangers made
positive and valuable contributions to society. Some became judges,
sheriffs, politicians and other public servants. A few hecame
ministers and worked for peace and recgnciliation. Others returned
to their land and settle down to farm or open a small business. Each
in his own way did his best to pick up the pieces of his shattered

homeiand and move forward one day at a time.




